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LI YUAN HUNG, the Commandant of the Mutiny of
Wuchang, who had remained Vice President of China
while Yuan Shi Kai was President, now became
President of the Republic, His good-natured face*
with brows drawn high was full of worry. The
Parliament had assembled at last; the Kuomintang,
China's national party, had a clear majority; but the
reactionary military clique still controlled the
Executive in Pekin. The quarrel between North and
South was by no means finished, they watched each
other darkly, there were provocations and bad feeling
but none of them were strong enough to vanquish the
other for good.

Kien Heng, a deserter, squatted on the riverside.
The river was so wide that what he saw of the other
bank was rather a foreboding than a glimpse. The
day was full of rains, the sky grey with torrents. But
Kien Heng, the deserter, was quite pleased; for once
he wasn't hungry. He had broken in a lonely
peasant's hut, had threatened the farmer, snatched
away a full dish of rice and eaten it

Kien Heng had been a coolie in Pekin, He had
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